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As a transportation professional deeply involved in San Francisco’s transit developments, I’m 
excited to help those attending CMAA2024 in San Francisco, or those just visiting, navigate the city 
with ease. San Francisco is renowned for its unique blend of historic charm and cutting-edge 
innovation, and nowhere is this more apparent than in its diverse transportation options. 

From the iconic cable cars that climb the city’s steep hills to the latest advancements in Battery 
Electric Buses (BEBs) and self-driving taxis, this article will take you on a journey through San 
Francisco’s transportation history and its future.  

 

 

Exploring San Francisco's Transportation History: A Journey Through Time 

San Francisco is renowned for its iconic landmarks, vibrant culture, and, of course, its unique 
transportation system. From the early days of horse-drawn carriages to the cutting-edge electric 
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BART (1972):  

The Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) system launched in 1972 as a regional subway system 
connecting San Francisco with the East Bay and other parts of the Bay Area. This high-speed rail 
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Bay Area Bike Share (2013): 

The Bay Area Bike Share (now known as Bay Wheels) was launched in 2013, providing a network of 
rentable bicycles across San Francisco. This initiative aimed to reduce car dependency and 
promote eco-friendly transportation. 

Self-Driving Taxis (2020s): 

In the 2020s, autonomous vehicles began to make their mark in San Francisco. Companies like 
Waymo and Cruise have introduced self-driving taxi services, starting with limited trials and 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/OvIabZfG5M0?feature=oembed

