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How can this be tackled? One way is through crime prevention 

through environmental design, which aims to reduce crime by 

creating environments that deter criminal behavior. However, 

if applied solely to mitigate issues, it can lead to designs 

that prioritize security over welcoming aesthetics - a concept 

termed “hostile architecture.” A great example is putting up 

metal fences or spikes on top of walls to deter homeless 

camps. It creates a design that makes people uneasy since 

the design is counterintuitive to creating an environment that 

makes people want to spend time in it.

It’s about making sure a place feels inviting, cared for, and at 

the same time, secure from the start, versus throwing solutions 

together to stop a problem once it starts. You wouldn’t accept 

pinned cables to a wall or portable heating units as a result of 

poor integrated planning. Shouldn’t you expect the same with 

security?

A NEW APPROACH: HOLISTIC INTEGRATION

Architects and designers need to balance their designs 

between deterrence and invitation. A parallel can be drawn 

with the evolution of cybersecurity, where the focus has shifted 

from reactively installing antivirus software to intrinsically 

safeguarding essential data and business continuity.

Similarly, integrating security into architectural designs should 

be approached with the intention of enhancing business 

continuity, asset protection, and resilience. Everyone wants to 

know that where they work is safe, not just because security 

was added on, but because it was built in. Security strategies 

need to be woven into the design process as a foundational 

piece.

Just like how designers and architects think about the dangers 

of extreme weather and disasters, they also need to think about 
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